
 

Purchasing Specification 

INVITATION TO TENDER 

Title: Make Space for Us   

Deadline for questions: Wednesday 18 August 2021 5pm  

Deadline for receipt of tender proposals: Tuesday 31 August 2021 10am   

SECTION 1: BACKGROUND 

Yorkshire Sport Foundation (YSF) is an Active Partnership and regional charity that operates to connect, influence 

and provide sport and physical activity across the geography of South Yorkshire and West Yorkshire. YSF works in 

partnership with numerous organisations and groups across the public, private and voluntary landscape to not only 

increase participation in sport and physical activity but also to harness it to change the lives of communities and the 

people living and working within them. We have a strong reputation both locally and nationally in working 

collaboratively, leading where it is appropriate and asked of us to do so but also to facilitate, mentor and empower 

others to develop policy, deliver outcomes and match delivery to genuine need through making available robust 

information and insight on communities and people. 

In collaboration with Make Space for Girls the Active Design and Children and Young People team would like to 

understand the barriers and perceptions of teenage girls when it comes to using parks and green spaces for sport 

and physical activity.  

According to the most recent release of the Children and Young People’s Active Lives survey girls are 4% less likely to 

be active than boys. Meaning it is important for us to understand what can be done to increase activity levels among 

girls.  

Make Space for Girls is a charity that is campaigning to make parks and similar public spaces as welcoming to 

teenage girls as they are to teenage boys. They are focussed on raising awareness of the gender inequality built into 

most current thinking around teenage provision in parks, which leads to girls deciding that there is “nothing there for 

me”; and on working with local authorities, planning and design professionals, academics and, most importantly, 

teenage girls to understand the barriers and find solutions. 

Make Space for Girls have identified that there is little UK research to understand the use of parks across this 

demographic group; and further that the drivers of and barriers to the use of parks by teenage girls are likely to be 

shaped by the local spatial, demographic and cultural environment. Therefore, Yorkshire Sport Foundation want to 

gain a better evidence base and wider research to understand use and gaps in use of parks and green spaces in our 

area. 

YSF is now seeking an external researcher to support its understanding of the use of parks and green spaces among 

teenage girls in our defined areas. There will be up to four parks/ green spaces chosen for this work.  

Specifically, this will involve working alongside YSF and project partners to deliver against the project’s outcomes. 

The overall project outcomes are listed below:  

• Understand the problem around park and green space use (is there an issue in our area)  

• Understand the need for youth voice and consultation 

https://sportengland-production-files.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2021-01/Active%20Lives%20Children%20Survey%20Academic%20Year%2019-20%20report.pdf?VersionId=4Ti_0V0m9sYy5HwQjSiJN7Xj.VInpjV6
http://makespaceforgirls.co.uk/
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• The recommendations around building better green space for target audience 

• Process learning around building better green spaces for target audience  

    

SECTION 2: SPECIFICATION 

This evaluation, funded by YSF will run from October 2021 until March 2022 and will seek to understand the barriers, 

opportunities and motivations of teenage girls when using parks and green spaces. There will be up to four parks or 

green spaces identified for this work across Kirklees, Sheffield, Rotherham, Doncaster or Barnsley. 

The Evaluation Should 

• Help us understand whether teenage girls use the parks in the identified areas already 

• Why teenage girls do/do not use the identified parks already 

• What would encourage teenage girls to use the parks and green spaces  

• Learning that can be shared across the network around making better use of parks and green spaces for 

teenage girls. 

• Whether the work done in the parks has improved the use of green spaces by teenage girls.  

• To help us understand whether there are other target groups who might agree with the findings presented by 

the teenage girls  

 

Requirements 

The service being commissioned includes the following specific components: 

• The delivery of an outcomes workshop with YSF and it’s partners  

• Wider questionnaire to understand teenage girls use of parks and green spaces.  

• Focus groups of teenage girls living around the identified parks and green spaces. One per park/ green space 

• Focus groups with an additional target audience using similar themes x 2  

• Lead the process of designing surveys and question tools and focus group questions 

• Interviews with the design teams/ park teams 

• Develop a process for YSF to use at a later date to understand whether park use has changed based on the 

work that has taken place 

• Provide recommendations to go into a designing parks and green spaces booklet 

• Write a comprehensive report in March 2022 that sums up the learning from the teenage girls, local 

authorities and partners as well as a document detailing how to measure whether park use has increased.  

• Present the findings back to stakeholders and YSF staff. 

Other methodology suggestions are also welcome that would help the outcomes be reached.  
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Procurement and Project Timetable 

Event Date/Time  

Tender Notice posted Monday 2 August 2021 

Tender response deadline 10am Tuesday 31 August 2021 

Interviews/ Clarifications (if applicable) Monday 6 September 2021 

Anticipated Contract of Award By 10 September 2021 

Contract Start Date Monday 4 October 2021 

Bidders should raise any queries they have about the requirements by email to emma.gooch@yorkshiresport.org. 

These should have the subject “Invitation to Tender – Query”. We will host all questions raised here (without 

disclosing the source of the enquiry) and all responses to all bidders unless it considers the information commercially 

sensitive. Our view on the issue of commercially sensitivity shall be final, the bidder raising the question will be 

asked to withdraw it if it does not agree with this assessment. Questions and responses will be emailed to the 

contact linked with the original Invitation to Tender circular unless a further email has been provided. 

We will be shortlisting and inviting shortlisted companies to interview. In order to ensure that both YSF’s and 

bidders’ resources are used appropriately, we will only invite up to three (the ultimate number will depend on the 

closeness of scores) highest scoring bidders to attend an interview. Scores will be moderated based on any 

clarifications provided during this meeting. You are responsible for all your expenses when attending such meetings. 

YSF reserves the right to vary all dates in this Invitation to Tender, to terminate this procurement process and/or 

decide not to award a contract. 

Duration of Contract 

The Making Space for Us Evaluation will start on Monday 4 October 2021 and terminate on 31 March 2022 upon 

receipt of the reports. This may change depending on Covid-19 and any future lockdowns or local changes.  

Service Levels 

You must propose Service Levels in your tender response for agreement with YSF. You will be required to comply 

with the SLAs above and any others suggested and agreed with YSF as part of the contract. 

Escalation Procedures 

In the event of a major problem, a list of contacts will be required to manage any problem to a successful conclusion. 

Account Management 

In performing the services required under this contract the supplier will report to Emma Gooch, Data and Insight 

Manager. 

Please specify in your proposal the named individual who will be responsible for the account management of this 
contract on behalf of your organisation.  

https://www.yorkshiresport.org/what-we-do/data-insight/ysf-evaluation-tenders/


 

Purchasing Specification 

 
Management Reporting/review meetings 
 
Management and reporting to be agreed in liaison with successful bidder. 
 
Contract Value 
The maximum value of this contract is £20,000. This includes all VAT and expenses to be charged in respect to the 
contract. 
 
Payment Structure and billing requirements 
A payment structure will be agreed with the successful bidder. However, it is likely that payments will be 
made six-monthly on submission of appropriate invoices in line with the agreed schedule. 
 
Evaluation criteria 
You are required to respond to ALL of the criteria below.  To assist our evaluation of your tender submission, please 
ensure you clearly cross-refer your responses to the assigned numbers. Any relevant supporting tender 
documentation must also be clearly identifiable by a criteria number. 
 
(a) Quality Criteria 
 
65% of the marks will be allocated to your response to the Quality Questions (table 1 below). Each question will be 
scored using the methodology in the table 2 below.  
 
Your overall score for each question will be calculated by multiplying the quality score you receive with the 
weighting for that question, set out below. This score will then be divided by the total maximum available score for 
the Quality Criteria (325) and multiplied by 65% to get your final score for that question. 
 
Example: assume Bidder A scores 3 for Question 1: the formula is 3 x 15 = 45, 45 ÷ 325 x 65 = 9.00% 
 
35% of the marks will be available for your Price Proposal. The methodology for scoring price is set out further 
below. 
 
Your responses should be supported by evidence/previous successful implementation of proposed solution for 
meeting our requirements. 
 
Please note – Though criteria are numbered, this does not relate to any order of importance 
 
Table 1 

 Criteria Weighting 

Question 1 Outline your previous relevant experience of providing similar services including the 
following information in respect of each example relied on: 

• Organisation Name 

• Length of contract 

• Value of contract 

• Reference contact details 
 
Please provide references who we may contact to verify the information provided. 
Please also provide an example of some work you have done previously in terms of 
reports. 

15 

Question 2 Outline your approach to service delivery and detail how you will meet all our 
requirements in the requirements section above.  As part of your response you must 
specifically address the following: 

30 
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• How you will ensure you capture not just impact but learning of the project 
through the requirements detailed. 

• The evaluation model you propose to use.   

Question 3 
 
 
 

Project management and delivery specifically:  
 
Explain your methodology for contract implementation and why this approach is 
feasible and effective based on your previous relevant experience. 
 
Your response must include: 

• a detailed project plan demonstrating your ability to meet our mobilisation 
timescales. 

• how you will meet our required service levels and any additional services.  

• your proposals for maintaining quality and providing management and 
reporting information.  

10 

Question 4 Demonstrate the quality and technical skills of the team members including managerial 
staff who you propose to undertake this contract if successful and explain how those 
members will have the skills and availability to provide the service to a high standard. 
 
Your response should outline your reporting structure. 

10 

 
Scoring Methodology 

0 Poor 
No response or partial response and poor evidence provided in support of it. Does not give 
YSF confidence in the ability of the Bidder to deliver the Contract. 

1 Weak 
Response is supported by a weak standard of evidence in several areas giving rise to 
concern about the ability of the Bidder to deliver the Contract. 

2 Satisfactory 
Response is supported by a satisfactory standard of evidence in most areas but a few areas 
lacking detail/evidence giving rise to some concerns about the ability of the Bidder to 
deliver the Contract. 

3 Good 
Response is comprehensive and supported by good standard of evidence. Gives YSF 
confidence in the ability of the Bidder to deliver the contract. Meets the Fund’s 
requirements. 

4 Very good 
Response is comprehensive and supported by a high standard of evidence. Gives YSF a high 
level of confidence in the ability of the Bidder to deliver the contract. Exceeds YSF’s 
requirements in some respects.  

5 Excellent 
Response is very comprehensive and supported by a very high standard of evidence. Gives 
YSF a very high level of confidence the ability of the Bidder to deliver the contract. YSF’s 
requirements in most respects. 

 
(b) Price Criteria 
 
35 marks will be awarded to the lowest priced bid and the remaining bidders will be allocated scores based on their 
deviation from this figure. Your total costs figure including VAT and expenses in the schedule of charges below will 
be used to score this question. 
 
For example, if the lowest price is £100 and the second lowest price is £125 then the lowest priced bidder gets 35% 
(full marks) for price and the second placed bidder gets 26.25% and so on. (25/100 x 35 = 8.75 marks; 35 – 8.75 = 
26.25 marks) 
 
The bidder with the highest score when the quality and price marks are added up will be the preferred bidder. 
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Schedule of Charges   
If VAT is chargeable on the services to be provided this will be considered in the overall cost of this procurement 
contract.   
 
Bidders shall complete the schedule of charges below estimating the number of days and travel and subsistence 
costs associated with their bid. The total fixed price will be inclusive of VAT and inclusive of expenses and all costs to 
be incurred. 
   

Service Quantity Unit costs Total 

[You can insert budget headers if you think this will 
help. Staff costs, expenses etc] 

   

    

    

    

    

    

Sub-total    

VAT    

Total Price including VAT and expenses (this figure will 
be used to calculate your price score) 

   

 
Notes: 
1. YSF reserves the right to reject abnormally low tenders. 
2. The Bidder’s total costs must not exceed £20,000 inclusive of VAT and all expenses. Bidders whose costs 
exceed this amount will be excluded from further consideration in the tender process. 
3. You should not submit additional assumptions with your pricing submission. If you submit assumptions you 
will be asked to withdraw them. Failure to withdraw them will lead to your exclusion from further participation in 
this competition. 
 
 

SECTION 3: INSTRUCTIONS TO TENDERERS 
Please submit your tender offer in accordance with all of the instructions, requirements and specifications set out in 
the enclosed documentation.  
 
You must treat these documents and any further information provided by YSF as confidential at all times and only 
disclose them if necessary to prepare a compliant response to the tender. 
 
Nothing in the enclosed documentation or appendixes, or any other communication made between YSF and any 
other party, can be considered a contract or agreement at this stage. 
 
Compliance 
YSF reserves the right to disqualify or reduce the evaluation score of any tenderers who do not fully comply with the 
requirements in the tender documentation, in particular the closing time and date. 
 
YSF reserves the right to evaluate proposals on a variety of criteria. The tender with the lowest price will not 
automatically be accepted. 
 
The expected terms and conditions of this contract are attached to this contract as an appendix.  
 
Validity of offer 
You must offer your tender for acceptance for 60 days from the deadline for tender submission. 
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Please note that by submitting a tender response for consideration you are confirming that, as an officer for the 
company/organisation that you represent, you have read and understood the tender documents and that your offer 
to YSF is open for acceptance for 60 days from the tender closing date. 
 
Tendering 
If we need to amend any tender documents before the closing date, we will write to you with any changes. If we 
extend the deadline for tender responses, we will advise you. 
 
YSF reserves the right, in its absolute discretion, to cancel or suspend this tender process at any time and for any 
reason. If we need to do this we will notify you in writing as soon as reasonably practicable. 
 
YSF is not responsible, and will not pay for any expenses or losses you incur during, but not limited to, the tender 
preparation, site visits, post-tender negotiations or interviews. 
 
Return of Tender 
You must complete and submit your tender response/proposal electronically to emma.gooch@yorkshiresport.org 
by the tender response deadline of 10am Tuesday 31 August 2021. 
 
The email submitted must include the subject Making Space for Us 
If you are experiencing any problems submitting your document by email, please phone 07940 551988 for further 
assistance. 
 
We will only accept responses submitted via email. We will not accept any responses submitted by any other 
method. Any tender delivered after the closing date and time for any reason will be discounted. YSF is not 
responsible if all or part of your tender is not received. 


